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om: THE MORAL QUALITIES OF MASONRY. 


—_—_ 


‘BY JOSErH R. CHANDLER, Esq. 





You are members, Brethren, of an order which 
* lays claim to high antiquity—which travels upwards 
. with the light of its own record, far beyond the ex- 
» istence of any other institution, claiming only an 
~ earthly origin, for earthly ends ; and when these 
» records fail, we find the craft in the enjoyment of 
3 that permanence and vigor, which denote, if not the 
> strength of age, at least the gristle and sinew of pro- 
‘> tracted youth, springing from a lengthened infancy 
° and profitable childhood. 


° some centuries, it is yet a cloud of fire, that sends 
* down light and warmth upon all over which it res- 
° ted. 

You are members of an. institution which has in- 
cluded in its rank, which yet numbers with its mem- 
bers the great and good of the earth, with whom you 
are heirs of its privileges and its benefits— joint heirs 
in these things with men to whom the world has as- 
signed the first place in the rank of virtue and of 
greatness in every form. 


If a cloud hang over the ; 
» pathway of our course, when we have gone back | 
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The knowledge of these things, my brethren, has . 


; led the world to impute to you an overweening fond- 
>» ness for the institution—an unsustained confidence in 
> its qualities and its worth. The very oppositeness of 


; 
‘ 
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all this is the fact, exactly contrary to all this im- » 


puted confidence, is the prevailing error of Freema- 
sons, here and elsewhere. We lack the true pride ; 
or rather, we lack the true degree of pride in this 
time-honored institution, which all is antiquity, all 
its associations, all the virtue it inculcates, all the 
good which it perpetuates and can produce, should 


superinduce us: and for want of this true pride, and ; 


this unwavering, most deserved confidence, you de- 
prive yourselves of a large portion of the benefits of 


2 


Q 


j 
; 


: 
‘ 


nei 





iY, u 


TERATURE,’ &F6. 


— | 








PAYABLE. IN ADVANCE 
VOL. VIII. No.1 


— 








a society that has stood, and which stands, a beacon 
fire against danger, a lovely, changeless light on the 
sea-walls of virtue. 

Living, as we do, under the mild sway of a gov- ; 
ernment administered for the people, our ideas of 
political evil scarcely go beyond a party defeat; and 
such is the bounty of Providence, that our views of 
poverty and distress seems to descend a litile lower 
than the lack of some of those comforts and coayen- 
iences which in many other portions of the world 
would be regarded as luxuries. We seem not to be 
driven to our Lodges as a shelter from public op- 
pression, or as a granary whence individuals are to 
be supplied. 

The greater and the lesser wants of man are those 
which so strongly press together the members of the 
human family : and make a common suffering open 
up the sources of a common charity. But the power 
of Freemasonry extends beyond the ministrations to 
mere physical distress : and it is that branch of its 
power to which I would especially call you attention, 
and the uses of which I would affectionately but 
earnestly urge upon you this evening. 

On the floor of this Lodge, men of all grades, ex- 
cepting the vicious, in society, meet ;—men of all 
creeds enter here with a common purpose. The din 
of religious discussion ceases, and the skilful polemic 
comes up hither to implorea blessing upon those who 


* were yesterday, and will to-morrow be, his earmest 
* and accomplished antagonists. 


Men quit the arena of political contests ; they lay 
aside the weapons of party warfare : they pretermit 
the conflict of personal antipathy ; they leave, for a 
time, all the insignia of the embittered contest, and 
appear here, and assume the garbeof innocence and 
language of fraternal affection, and learn 
ledge each other as brethren. The six of 
mental or physical exercise, of business or party 








. emulation closes, and the antagonist parties meet fo- 
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your confraternal relation, and you dim the glory of ‘ 
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gether in this place, to enjoy a sabbath of the passions ¢ 


and mental appetites, a holy season, in which only F 
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; things are to be considered which make for the good ; watch over and nip in the bud those faults that grow 


> of all. 

Is there no advantage in this? Is there no benefit 
’ to result to you from the cessation of all antagonist 
; positions, and a devotion to the consideration only 
of those things that make for a common good ?— 
Surely there are. Surely these resting places of the 
passions are wholesome, and the heart by their uses 
loses or avoids the induration, which continued emu- 
lation, unmitigated antagonism, and constant rivalry 
will assuredly produce. 

It is good, then, for us to be here,—The motives 
in which we meet ; love for each other, and benifi- 
cence to the afflicted, sanctify the time, and make 
holy the ground on which we stand. Let us, 
then, while we occupy it, take off our shoes ; that is, 
let us not desecrate the place and _ its associations by 
bringing hither one single feeling, one single mo- 
tive unworthy the great presence in which we pro- 
fess to stand, nor do violence to all those things by 
any omission to cultivate all the virtues and improve 
all the graces connected with, and arising out of, 
the sanctuary out of our seclusion, and the immense 
means of good of which it has capacity. 

To feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and minister 
to the afflicted, are eminently duties of our order ; 
and, I say it with hearty pride, and deep gratitude to 
God, who has given us the means, they are duties 
which have been bountifully discharged by you all, 
where objects have presented themselves and the 
power has not failed. Eloquent, most eloquent are 
the tears of gratitude which the widow sheds over the 
offering that the lodge presents in the name of Ma- 
sonry; and the thanksgiving of the orphan whom 
your charity has relieved, and brought down upon 
our order the blessings of that power that rewardeth 
openly those who give in secret. 

To those of you who are husbands and fathers, to 
those of you, to whom look up wife and children, and 
whose sudden death might separate them from the 
means of life’s comforts, and almost of life’s neces- 
sities, it is a cheering thought, that the Lodge pre- 
sents itself an almoner, to whom those afflicted ones 
may apply, with a certainty that they shall not ap- 
peal in vain. If there is one earthly consideration 
which, more than any other, can give poignancy to 
the sting of death, it is the startling thought that those 
we are leaving behind must be dependents upon the 
cold charities of the world—objects of distrust be- 
cause recipients of an unwilling bounty. 


limited funds. 
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or their widows and orphans to solicit our charities. 
The evils which befal oar manhood are generally 
consequences of the errors of youth. 
axiom, my Brethren, and ask to it your deep con- 
sideration. The evils which befal our manhood are 
frequently consequences of the errors of our youth. 
Now, could we prevent these errors, could we 
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But Masonry, my Brethren, possesses a power for | 
good far beyond the eleemosynary distribution of her ‘ 
She has the power to prevent the ; 
very evils which she has applied to cure, and to lift 3 above. 
her members above the necessities which send them ? 


§ 


with our growth and strengthen with our strength, we 
should prevent a portion, a very considerable portion 
of those evils which befal our brethren, and bring 
want, and poverty, and distress upon their families, 
when they by death cease to be their provident pro- 
tectors. 

This good can be performed extensively, and, as 
a Masonic art, only by preparation and by general 
agreement and consent. Individuals may do, as they 
have already done, much good in this way, but there 
must be a species of authority to make it a duty, on 
the one part, to undertake the task, and a duty on 
the other part to submit to the commonition. 

For example, a youth scarcely beyond twenty-one 
years finds admittance to our order on the strength 
of his character. 
comes evident to some of the elders that this young 


Brother is indulging his appetite beyond that line of | 


propriety which health and respectability allow. He 
is not yet fallen; his income allows of liberal expen- 
ditures, and his character stands yet unscathed. But 
to those who have seen much of life, and to those 
who have experience of the downward tendencies of 
such a course, it is evident that this young brother is 
standing in slippery places: that his credit is becom- 
ing by little and little impaired, and shortly he must 
feel the effects of his errors—but feel them when it 
will be too late to redeem himself—too late to re-es- 
tablish his character. If, then, some sedate brother 


In a few months or years, it be- ; 
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of our order—or some one or two brethren, respec- < 
tible from age and rank among us, or from confi- ‘ 


dence which the craft had reposed in them, should 
d:al with this erring youth : should kindly point out 
his faults; tell him of the growing stains which is at- 
taching to his character : make him acquamted with 
the opinions which business men and the reputable 
portion of society are forming of his conduct—and 
do all this delicately, affectionately, and secretly, 
how soon would they lure him back from the error 
of his ways, and hide a multitude of sins? What a 
triumph would this be, and how easily might it be 
achieved ? You who love Freemasonry, and which 
one of you does not love it? think how we might 
promote its usefulness and true glory by such means, 
and let not these means be unemployed. 


Consider that the heart of a fond parent, wrung by 
the errors of his child, might be made to gush forth 
gratitude and praises for our cherished order. The 
wife and children that mourn the errors of him to 
whom they look for affectionate support, would send 
up to Heaven prayers for our prosperity—prayers, 
my Brethren, that are never neglected in the chancery 


How easily, too, might the pecuniary situation of 


» our brethren be improved by a union of purpose 
‘ among us, confidence in the integrity—allowing all 


I repeat the © 


to aid the efforts of one to stem the tide of adversity, 


’ and lift the head above those waves of misfortune 
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which threaten to submerge and destroy him. 
These acts would all be secret, but their - conse- 
quences would be conspicuous and extensive. The 
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world might marvel at the effects, but they would 
: not see the hand that wrought them. The quiet flow 
and silent operation of this, the true masonic charity, 
would be observable only in the benefits which it 
imparts—as no eye sees the hidden rill, which en- 
riches and makes exuberant the herbage around, 
that “with a livelier green betrays the secret of its 
silent course.” ‘ 

These, my respected Brethren, are only the com- 
mencement of hints which I propose to give in the 
course of the regular Grand Visitations now com- 
menced. I know I speak to Masons who cherish a 
love for, and pride in, the craft, equal, at least, to 
mine. I call upon you, therefore, to consider the 
means of usefulness which your membership places 
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pable has been accomplished. Should we extend 


AA 


observation, the benefits ought to be incalculably 
great; the influence of good which would result, 
would be a reward to you as well as a blessing to 
them upon whom it might be poured. Nor do I 
know a subject for more generous self-felicitation 
than those acts which call back to virtue the wander- 
ing foot of an erring brother, and pour comfort and 
- consolation into the bosom of the widow and the 
fatherless. 

This is the foundation of Masonic virtue; and when 
you shall have reared a temple on that enduring ba- 
sis, and accomplish your labors as sojourning Breth- 
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* into full membership in that celestial Lodge above, 
where the Supreme Architect of the universe pre- 
sides. 
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From the Ciacinnati Masonic Review. 


A QUESTION. 


—_——_—— 


Bro. Moore :—Permit me through your valuable 
Review, (which by the way, we duly appreciate 
here), to ask for information on the following point, 
especially interesting to us and all the brethren re- 
siding on the frontiers, and occasionally visiting for- 
eign Chapters. 

According to a law of our order in the United 
States, no brother can be exalted to the decree of R. 
A. who has not previously received the several de- 
grees of Mark Master, Past Master and M. E. Mas- 
ter, neither can a R. A. Mason aid or be present at 
the exaltation of a brother who has not previously 
received those degrees. 

Now, the law in Canada, following the G. Chap- 
ters of Britain, does not require the Mark Degree, 
previous to the Arch. The question then arises : 
Can one of our companions legally and conscien- 
tiously aid and be present at an exaltation in a 
Chapter in Canada? 

Our brethren here differ some in this matter— 
some insisting on the letter of the law; others argue 
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our exertion in the line which I have drawn for your | 


ew 


wn 


in your hands ; and I respectfully invite you to in- © 


quire whether all the good of which our order is ca- » as a general thing, that neither our Canadian nor 
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assisting, even by their presence, clandestine Chap- ; 
ters, but not to prohibit them from quietly submit- ¢ 
ting, when in a foreign country, to the legally con- 
stituted authority, whether masonic or civil. 

You will confer a favor by giving us your opinion 
and we should also be pleased to hear the opinion of 
other companions who are familliar with the laws and 
usages of the Fraternity. 


Yours, respectfully and fraternally, 
JAMES FENTON. 


ee 


REMARK.—This subject is exciting considerable 
attention, and we shall most heartily rejoice, when 
we can take our Canadian companions by the hand 
and recognize them as R. A. Masons. We believe, ; 
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* other foreign R. A. Masons, have any knowledge of } 


ren here below, may you, Brethren, be received up ‘ 
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’ cannot be recognized as regular, by American 


that its spirit and intention should guide; that our law | 
was designed to guard against companions aiding or ‘ 
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the Mark, or the M. E. degree, and as the ritual of 
the Chapter recognizes these degrees as essential } 
to all the privaleges of a R. A. Mason, no other can ; 
be lawfully recognised, and hence it is unlawful 
and irregular, for us of the States to sit with them, 
or they with us. However hard this may be, there } ; 
is a propriety in it, which we cannot explain in print, 
but which we presume will be understood by those 
who give the matter a little reflection. It is the rule } 
of our chapter, sanctioned by the Grand Body, of ; 
our State, to heal such cases, by charging the usual ; 
fees for the two degrees, and claiming the usual alle- ; 
giance to the constitution. We have had many such 
cases in healing European R. A. masons, the only 
course for them to adopt, in becoming “ regular.” 
With our Canadian Companions, it is to be regret- ) 
ted that this difficulty is suffered to exist. With ; 
very little trouble on their part, these difficulties can 
be removed, and they placed i in a position of fraternal 
recognition. One thing is certain, they must come 
to us, we cannot goto them. The jurisdiction of 
our G. G. Chapter covers, probably, 500 or more su- 
bordinate bodies, all working under one system, 
while in the Canadas, there is not (that we are 
aware of) one single organized body, subordinate, 
or otherwise. The remedy is simple. Nine R. A. 
mason, possessing the intermediate degrees, (and if 
not, duly healed) applying to the proper authority, } 
would undoubtedly be set to work, and when they 
number three such Chapters, then they have the in- 
herent power to constitute themselves a sovereign 
body. In conclusion, our opinion is, that a R. A. 
mason, not possessing the intermediate degrees, 


R. A. masons. We really hope that our Canadian 
Companions, whom we should “ delight to honor,” 
will remove the difficulties which at present lay in 
the way to a conscientious and lawful recognition — 
Ep. REG. 





Could the venerable fathers of our land, who aro 
now at rest in realms of bliss, speak to us from that 
spirit world, they would pronounce heaven’s blessings 
upon Free Masonry, as the cause of our country, of 
mankind, and the cause of God ! 
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Extract from a letterfrom a veil dated, 
Pen YAN, Oct. 1846. 


“‘Qur Lodge (Milo, 108, chartered in June last) 
is in very flourishing circumstances, there being five 
or six applicants at each regular meeting, and plenty 
of work on hand. The prospects of the Ancient 
Craft are brightening, and little or no opposition is 
So just is the sentiment: 


“Trath crashed to earth will rise again, 
‘The eternal years of God are bers!’ 


What is especially needed here is masonic light 
many years, that Masons in the country especially are 


ignorant of many thin 
palpable to those more highly favored, and but little 


. is known of the condition of the craft in our own ju- 
» risdiction; much less of those great truths which are 
* developed in the symbolical language of the Lodge 
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Room, while of the higher degrees profound igno- 
rance prevails, and I am in that category.” 


P. S. We have a chapter which is about commen- 
cing work here. 
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OFFICERS 
Of Franklin Lodge, 109, held at Beaufort, North 


Carolina. 


Isaac Ranney, W. M. 

Ralph Howland, S. Warden. 
Elijah W. Pigott, J. W. 

Wm H. Piver, Treasurer. 
George Lane, Secretary. 
William J. Potter, S. Deacon. 
Henry Waters, J. D. 

Samuel L. Dill, S. S. 

James T. White, J. S. 

James M. Noe, Tyler. 
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GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS. 





The Grand Lodge of the State of Illinois, of An- } 


cient Free and Accepted Masons, convened at the 
room of Peoria Lodge, No. 15, in that city, on the 
M. W. D. G. M. Nelson D. Morse, pre- 


2 siding. 
A large number of Lodges, by their representa- ; 
» tives were in attendance. 


On the 2d day of this convocation, an election of ° 


officers took place, whereupon the following Grand 


; Officers were duly elected, viz: 


¢ R. W. 


M. W. Nelson D. Morse, Henderson, G. M. 

Wm. Lavely, Springfield, D. G. M. 

W. John R. Crandall, Pekin, G. S. W. 
Adam Brewer, Canton, G. S. W. 
James L. Anderson, Rushville, G. Treasurer. 
Levi Lusk, Rushville, G. Secretary. 


; Rev. Win. F. Walker, Chicago, G. Orator. 
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Charles V. Kelly, Ottawa, G. Chaplain. 
W. David M. Kittenger, Upper Alton, G. Tyler. 
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The Glowing SEP Ba were then made ed : 


the M. W. G. M. James Price, of Henderson, D. G. 


‘Secretary. 


A. C. Dickson, Jacksonville, 8. G. Deacon. 
R. F. Kippenberg Beardstown, J. G. Deacon. 
Wm. McMurry, Henderson, G. Marshal. 

H. Dills, and 

H. Kausel, Quincy, Cae 

Peter Sweat, Peoria, G. Sword Bearer. 

Arnold R. Robinson, Springfield, G. Pursuvant. 
Carding Jackson, Chicago, G. Lecturer. 


On Wednesday at 2 o’clock P. M. the G. Lodge © 


formed a procession, accompanied by the members 
of Peori Lodge and a number of visiting brethren 
from various parts of the country, and marched to 
the M. E. Church, when the following exercises took 
place: 

1. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 

2. Oration by Brother H. Matheny. 

3. Installation of Officers. 

4. Benediction. 


The next Grand Lodge will meet in the city of 3 


Quincy, on the 1st Monday of October, 1547. 


At this annual convocation of the Grand Lodge, ; 
four charters were granted and the same number of > 


dispensations. 


Geo. T. Metcalf, as Master was duly placed in the 
oriental chair, by a convocation of Past Masters, Br. 
J. C. Heyl, S. W., and Br. W. F. Bryan, J. W. of 
the new Lodge. 
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GRAND COUNCIL OF KENTUCKY. 








Ata Grand Annual Convocation of the Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters for the State of 
Kentucky, begun and held at the Grand Masonic 
Hall, in the city of Lexington, on Friday, the 25th 
day of August, A. D. 1846—A. L. 5846—Y. D. 
2376. 

There being a sufficient number of Councils rep- 
resented, the Grand Council was opened in ample 
form, at the usual hour, in the Select Masters de- 
gree. 

Proceeded to the election of Grand Officers, when 
the following were elected, viz: 


Comp.Philip Swigert, Frankfort, G. P. 
George P. Richardson, Lexington, D. G. P. 
Willis Stewart, Louisville,“G. T. I. 
Joseph A. Peters, Versajlles, G. P. C. W. 
Joseph Grubb, Danville, G. C. G. 
Albert G. Hodges, Frankfort, G. R. 
Oliver Anderson, Lexington, G. Tr. 
Rev. Josiah I Kemp, Lexingtgn, G. C. 
John McCracken, Lexington, G. 8. 


There being no further business, the Gr. Council 
was closed in due form, at the appointed hour. 


A dispensation for a second Lodge in » 
this city, to be called Temple Lodge of which Br. ; 
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GRAND R. A. CHAPTER OF KENTUCKY. 





We have received the proceedings of the Grand 


; Annual Convocation of the Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
» ter of Kentucky, begun and held at the Grand Ma- 
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sonic Hall, in the city of Lexington, on Thursday, 
the 27th day of August, 1546. 
The following officers were elected for the ensu- 
ing year, viz: 
M. E. D. Carrell, Maysville, G. H. P. 
E. Willis Stewart, Louisville, D. G. H. P. 
Humphry Jones, Jr. Richmond, G. K. 
James H. Daviess, Georgetown, G.S. 
Comp.Philip Swigert, Frankfort, G. Sec. 
Thomas C. Orear, Lexington, G. Tr. 
Rev. Josiah L. Kemp, Lexington, G. C. 
Isaac Cunningham, Winchester, G. M. 
Joseph A. Peters, Versailles, G. C. G. 
Geo. P. Richardson, Lexington, G. 8. & T. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC FREEMASONS. 





To the Editor of the London Freemason’s Quarterly Review. 


Dear Sir —Much gratified that my short letter 
of first of June was deemed worthy of a corner in 
the Review, I feel also greatly obliged to the Editor 
affording me the opportunity to call attention to the 
subject so deeply affecting the Roman Catholic Free- 
masons,—a remonstrance, or memorial, or petition, 
(as the forms of etiquette may demand), to the court 
of Rome, in repudiation of the charges implied by 


2 the several Papal edicts, which have been published 
* since 1738. Subseqent to the date of my letter, 
news has arrived of the occurrence of the event—the ; 


: i ege ‘ in his senses tell me, that such a document would be 
death of the late Pope, Gregory XVI. which is cal- 5 


culated greatly to enhance my views of the favorable 
reception of an appeal to the justice of a court, which 
is acknowledged by millions in every quarter of the 
globe to be the fountain of truth. It is a singular 
fact that the late Pope, in one of his treatises read 
before the Academy of the Catholic Religion in 
1801, enforces the principle “‘ that the errors 


which have sometimes accompanied the general - 
consent of mankind do not weaken the force of : 


the general argument.” from whence I infer, that 
if British Freemasonry has been unjustly condemned, 


that can be no reason for continuing an act totally 


* inapplicable to Freemasonry in this country. 
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accession of a new Pontiff, in the person of Pius IX., 
is an event peculiarly auspicious for the agitation on 
this question, which I have long considered. Pius 
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an occurence so rare. However, events seem to fa- 
vor my project by the creation of an era, which is 


» of all other the most propitious, the elevation of a 


new occupant of the papal throne. An objection 
might be raised against my proposition for the me- 


_ morial to be signed by Freemasons—even indiscrimi- 
’ nately by Freemasons of all creeds—that the names 
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of Catholics afterwards might serve to form a list for 
future proscription, a thing most improbable if not 
impossible. But such a mode of argument, such a 
coward cringing to mistaken power, would be un- 
worthy of the charity we profess to all mankind— 
as miserable as would be the sectarian grounds for 
refusal by our Protestant brethren to unite their suff- 


’ rages with those of their Catholic fellow-christians, be- 
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IX. is a man in the prime of life and intellect, there- 


fore less likely to be wrought upon by those fears and 
prejudices common in old age, and having published 
no edict as yet against Freemasons, as his predeces- 
sors have done, he will not be required to perform 
the unpleasant office of recalling his own words. I 
had conceived the most favorable occasion of the 
presence of the Cardinal Capaccini in London, and I 
had greatly lamented the circumstance of ill-health, 
which prevented me from following out my views in 
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: just as regards us in this country ? 


. hangs upon a thread. 


cause, as Protestants, they chose to set the authority 
of the Pope atnought. Hundreds of Catholics, from 
conscientious scruples, are deterred from joining the 
society, and vast numbers among the many thousand 


Catholics who have or do belong to, so-called, secret ‘ 


societies, feel greatly annoyed and often disturbed in 
their peace of mind at the species of uncertainty crea- 
ted by these sweeping and cruel condemnations and 
unjust prohibitions of what we know to be innocent 
and moral—almost coeval with the birth of mankind 
—-second only to christianity, because christianity 1s 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Would any man tell me that if his present holiness 
were besieged by a petition with an hundred thousand 
signatures, containing a solemn assurance that British 
Freemasonry, according to our constitutions, has no 
undue concern with either religion or politics, that 


our morality is that which is inculeated by christianity : 


therefore the decrees against Freemasonry are un- 
Would any man 


unheeded by the authorities of the court of Rome ? 
But here my labor must end ; my health will not al- 
low me to say more. 


Your obedient Servant, 
A CaTHOLIc. 
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This possibly may be the last letter I shall be en- 
abled to address you asthe term of my days at present | 


It is necessary for me to state 
; to you that I became a Mason, in La Charitee, at 


Amsterdam, in Holland, in 1818, and for several ° 
years afterwards never heard of the decrees of the / 


Popes until I went to Portugal and Spain, where I 
met with hundreds of ecclesiastics who were Masons, 
and who understood those decrees to be merely lo- 
cal. Since that time I have joined actively no Lodge 
in this county, but have acted only as an (weak) ad- 
vocate of the Order. 
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HUMANITY. 








What it is and how variously it can be explained, 
is not necessary to be stated here. To the Freema- 
son it must be a thing of the heart. All Lodgesmust 
exercise it towards each other, as also must every 
Brother, not merely in, but also out of the Lodge. 
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From the London Masonic Review. 
ON THE ANTIQUITY OF THE OBSERVAN- 
CES OF ST. JOHN’S EVE. 





BY BRO. THOMAS PRYER, OF THE OAK LODGE. 





Among the many popular superstitions whose pro- 
gress it is interesting to investigate, there are few, 
perhaps, possessing greater interest than those which 
relate to the observances of the vigil of St. John, or 
Midsummer-eve, as their origin is clearly traceable 
to a most remote period. The subject is also one 
which cannot well be fully elucidated, without the 
assistance derivable from a knowledge of Masonic 
antiquity; it becomes, therefore, as much 2 matter of 
Masonic as of archeological research. 

The customs and superstitions observed upon this 
occasion, are now fast disappearing ; but still, upon 
St. John’s eve, the fires are lighted on the hills in 
Ireland, and the vigil is kept by the peasantry of that 
country and Scotland, as well as in Italy and various 
parts of Europe. Fires are made, dancing, feasting, 


and rejoicing take place, and various mystical, though | 
simple, rites are used —some ridiculous, but all suf- ; 


ficiently amusing—by which the unmarried endeavor 
to discover their future partners. These vary in 
different places, and there are other periods of the 
year in which rites have a similar reference are per- 
formed; but the lighting of bonfires and divination 
by roses, are the most general and striking observan- 
ces which characterize the eve of St. John. It is not 
my present intention to discuss the potency of the 


_ spells used upon this occasion, or to describe their 


peculiar mode of operation, this being a part of 
the subject which is generally known, and has been 
frequently described in various historical and topo- 
graphical works. 

The investigation, however, of the origin of these 
observances carries us back to primitive ages, and 
becomes a most interesting matter of research. 

Amongst the early nations of antiquity, some were 
Sabeans, who worshipped the whole host of heaven, 


- others were Magians, who paid similar adorations to 


° the solar fire. 


Zz ‘ 


The rites of both are, to the patient 
investigator, clearly shewing an identity of origin; 
but it is of some ceremonies practised only by the 
latter, that | have now more particularly to speak. 
The Chaldeans, the Assyrians, the Persians, and the 
Phcenicians, worshipped the Divinity under the name 
of “‘ Bell,” or ‘‘ Bul,” a word which, amongst these 
people, was esteemed sacred, and, with its oponents, 
signified ‘‘ Lord of all,” or ‘‘ Lord in Heaven or on 
High.”? The sun being the most glorious celestial 
body, the source of light, and the dispenser of life 
and heat to the material world, was at first adopted 
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regarded as an emblem of the divinity and kept con- 


’ stantly burning in the consecrated places, and the 


flame of the sacrifice ascended from the highest hills. 
Astronomy had been taught as a science, but the 


: knowledge of its doctrines became enveloped in fa- 


ir 


ble, and the science itself united with the practice of 
a false worship. ; 
The sun, being thus deified, the period at which | 
this bright luminary attained the greatest power du- > 
ring its annual course, was celecrated by hymns, re- : 
joicings and solemn rites; and it is in these observan- ; 
ces that the practices originated which still linger in 
the superstitious usages peculiar to St. John’s eve. 
The Egyptians anciently commenced their year 
from Midsummer, when the heliacal rising of Sirius, 
which always occurred during the summer solstice, 
gave warning of the approaching inundation of the 
Nile, whose benificent waters spread fertility and 
plenty over their parched and arid fields. It was at 


: this period that Helios, or the sun, manifested all its 
> powers—the Nile became swollen with rains, which 
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by these nations as a symbol to represent the bene- | 


ficent and creative power of the Eternal Deity—being 
in fact, the palpable agent through which the bles- 
sings were diffused—but, by degrees, idolatrous 
practices perverted the purity of the original truth, 
and divine worship was paid to the symbol; fire was 
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> had been exhaled by his influence from the earth in 


the shape of vapour, and afterwards driven io cloudy 
masses against the summits of the Abyssinian moun- . 
tains, from whence the refreshing streams returned in 
copious floods to the husbandman with the treasures 
of agriculture, and reward him plenteously for his 
toil. This event, then, was celebrated with rejoicings 
in ancient Egypt, and the star which invariably ap- 
peared at this period was called the dog-star, being 
in fact, the door-keeper or sentinel, the star which 
shuts and opens—closing, as it were, one year, and 
opening another. This was personified in Anubis, 
and the renewal of the year was represented under the 
form of a door-keeper, accompanied by the distinc- 
tive emblem of a key. 

Thus we see that peculiar and significant rites at- 
tended this period in ancient Egypt, whilst in Assy- 
ria, Persia, Phoenica, and all other countries where 
the Magian system had spread, the same period was 
universally celebrated with imposing religious cere- 
monies, aided by all the machinery of the mysteries, 
and the influence of the magi and hierophants. 

On the eve of midsummer fires were lighted on 
every hill in honor of the God of day, and kept alive 
until his resplendent beams heralded the approach of 
dawn. Initiations took place into the mysteries— 
sacred hymns were chanted and sacrifices were offer- 
ed—the whole population crowded around the sa- 
cred fires, and the period was welcomed with tumul- 
tuous rejoicings. 

This eve was generally considered to possess some 
potent energy or mysterious power, as though nature 
was at this period annually renovated, and that the 
time was regarded as peculiarly favorable to the 
operations of the soothsayer and the diviner, and for 
the development of the secret influence of talismans 
and mystic charms. 

Now, it has been proved to demonstration by a 
variety of circumstances frequently discussed, that 
the Druids were Magians, and that the solar fire was 
worshiped in this country in the same manner as in 
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India and Persia. If, therefore, no traces of such 
usages as have been described existed at the present 
time, we should yet, reasoning from analogy, con- 
clude that rites similar in character were practised at 
the same period in Britain and Ireland. But when 
we consider that traces of such usages do actually 
exist, the probability is converted into a certainty. 
Indeed, there are various names of places in Ireland 
which sufficiently indicate the purposes to which they 
were originally applied, and clearly shew the refer- 
ence Which they bore to the ancient worship to the 
solar fire. Thus we have Agh-a-doe, which signi- 
fies “‘ the field of fire’—Tegh-a-doe, ‘the fire- 
house” —Ard-doe, “ the height of fire’—Kennegh 
“the chief fire’—Lusk, “a fire”—Fertagh on 
Guara, “the sepulchral fire-tower of the Cabiri, 
Ghebirs, or Guars,’”’ 2° e. “© fire worshipers,” and 
many other names of a similar description, which 
might be readily enumerated. 
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Independently, however, of the evidence afforded ; 


by names, I have visited these places, and find that 
all possess vestiges of religious structures of great 
antiquity, clearly proving that the fire alluded to 
could be no other than the sacred flame of the an- 
cient fire-worshipers. Thus, at Aghadoe are the 
remains of an ancient round tower, and also of an 
abbey is completely dismantled and has long been 
disused as a place of worship, it is the only burial- 
place for miles around, and is in fact, invested with 
a degree of superstitious sancity which its situation 
and present appearance can in nowise account for. 
Teghadoe is the name of a round tower in the 
county Kildare. Arddoe is a name given to the 
heights in the immediate vicinity of the round tower 
of Ardmore. Kinneagh or Kennegh,is a round 
tower in Cork. At Lusk there is an ancient abbey 
and church standing in close proximity to the old 
round tower; and at Fertagh there is a round tow- 
er, with other interesting remains. 

Amongst the ancient Irish, the fire-worshipers were 
divided into two sects—one, which lighted the sacred 
fire in the open temple, as at Gadlitor-mor, (the 
flame of the great circle), and Gal/-baille, (the 
flame of the community) ; and the other, which in- 
closed it in the Sun tower, (Turaghan), or in low 
over-arched buildings, such as the Boens and cells 
at Gal-erous. 


There are, in fact, numerous analogies both in ° 


language, religion, architecture, and usages, existing 
‘*rreen isle’? and Asia; and the Cabiric 
religion has left vestiges in Ireland, by which a con- 
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nection at a remote period between that country and > 


India, through Chaldea and Persia, can be satisfacto- 
rily traced. 


It may seem somewhat remarkable that the usages 


of paganism should not have been entirely eradicated 
upon the introduction of Christianity. It is known 
however, that the early Christian missionaries taught 


at first in those places which the people had been ¢ 


lone accustomed to hold in reverence, and afterwards ‘ 


consecrating the spot to holier rites, erected the first 
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Christian churches in the immediate precincts of the 
Pagan temple, and thus we see at the present time 
the temple of the sun, the ancient ruined tower, the 
Christian abbey, and the modern chapel, all clustered 
together in the same hallowed spot ; and this occurs 
in almost every instance where a round tower or ab- 
by is to be found. 






? 


In like manner the usages alluded to (as is evident > 


from their existence continuing to the present day), ; 


were not attempted to be entirely or no longer prac- 
ticed under the ‘sanction of the priesthood, nor con- 
sidered as essential ceremonials, they were thus de- 
prived of all religious reference, and gradgally lost 
their previous impertance. Still some portions of the 
ceremonies continued to be obsered by the people, 
and, in consequence of the dedication of Midsummer 
day to St. John, the proceeding eve became once 
more a holy vigil, and this circumstance no doubt 
served in some degree to give permanency to the 
ancient customs. 

Thus, then, is traced the origin of a supersti ion 
still lingering amongst us—an origin dating from the 
most remote ages; and though the rising of ‘‘ the sun 
of righteousness ”’ has aispelled the mists of paganism 
the ancient observances of tnis period have continued 
so firmly impressed upon the popular mind, that fires 
still blaze from the hills on the eve of St. John, and 
the efficacy of the hour is tested by our peasantry in 
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many harmless rite and sin.ple device, the results of ° 


which are still regarded with anxious interest, not 
unmingled with feelings akin to superstitious rever- 
ence. 
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From the London Freemason’s Quarterly Review. 


THE FREEMASONS’ LEXICON, 





Johannes der Evangelist —St. John the Evan- 
gelist and Apostle of Jesus, whose gospel is so im- 
portant to all Freemasons, was born in Bethsaida, in 
Galilee, son of Zedediah, and a diciple of Jesus who 


loved him because he distinguished himself by his 


gentleness and humility. After the ascension of 
Jesus he preached the gospel principally in Asia 
Minor and at Ephesus, where it is probable that he 
died ina good old age. He was aman of great 
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energy and poetic fire and life ; in his early years | 
somewhat haughty and intolerant, but afterwards an 


example of love. We have a gospel or biography 
of Jesus by him, and three of the epistles also 
bear his name. The opinions of the ancients as to 
his being the author of the apocalypse or revelations, 
were as various as are the opinions of the moderns. 
The gospel of St. John is especially important to the 
Freemason, for he preached love, and his book cer- 
tainly contains all the fundamental doctrines of Free- 
masonry. As a Freemason ought never to .forget 
that he has laid his hand upon the gospel of St. John 
so should he never cease to love his brethren accor- 
ding to doctrine of love contained in that sacred book. 
Many Lodges celebrate his anniversary the 
December. 
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Johannis fest und Johannes der Taufer. St. 
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> John’s Festival and St. John the Baptist — . 


’ The latter was the forerunner of Jesus, a son of the 
> Jewish priest Zacharias and of Elizabeth, who asa ; 
» zealous judge of morality and undaunted preacher of ; 
; repentance, obtained great celebrity, first in his na- | 


tive country, then in the mountains of Judea, and 
afterwards among the whole nation. His simple and 
abstemious manner of living contributed much to his 
fame, and especially the peculiar purifi sation or con- 
secration by baptism in a river bath, which he intro- 
duced as a symbol of that moral purity which he so 
zealously inculcated. Jesus allowed himself to be 
baptized by him, and from that time forward John 
said unto his disciples that he was certainly the Mes- 
sias. The frank earnestness that the great fame 
which he preached evenin Galilee, soon brought upon 
him the suspicion and hatred of the court of the Te 
trarch Antipas or King Herod, who imprisoned him, 
and on the 2th August, in the thirty-second or thirty- 
third year of his life, caused him to be beheaded.— 


, The 24th June, his birth-day, is dedicated to his 


memory through all Christendom. The patron 
saint of the Freemason’s Brotherhood was formerly 
not St. John the Baptist, but St. John the Evangelist, 


$ whose festival they celebrated the 27th December, 


upon which day they hold their general assembly, 
probably induced thereto because at this season of the 
year the members could be better spared from their 
business or profession. For this reason also they 
chose for their quarterly festivals, the Annunciation 
of the Virgin Mary, Michaelmas, and the festival ot 
St. John the Baptist, which last festival, on account 


of the better weather and other circumstances having : 


been found to be more convenient for the yearly as- 
sembly, was often appointed for the time on which 
it should be held, so that it has now become nearly 
general. Many Lodges still celebrate the 27th De- 
cember, and call it the minor St. John’s day. In 
Scotland, St. Andrew is the patron of the order, and 
their festival is held on this day. 
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and to form themselves into an Order, with the title 
of Johnites, or St. John’s Brethren. This society m- 
creased daily; the most distinguished knights and the 
most valiant soldiers of the Christians reckoned it an 
honor to belong to it, and this induced the second 
chief, Raimond du Pui, to devote the new Order of 


St. John to other necessary and useful objects, espec- : 
ially to the protection of the Holy Land and the sa- ; 


cred sepulchre. In consequence of this, the whole 
members divided themselves into three classes— 
knights, priests, and serving-brethren. In the year 


PLAS 


1118, many of those Johnites joined the newly-arri- 


ved French noblemen to provide food for the pil- 
grims upon their pilgrimage, and, shortly after this 
union, they built an hospital for themselves near to 
the Temple of Solomon at Jerusalem, whence they 
afterwards derived the peculiar appellation of Knights 
of the Temple, or Templars. The Johnites were, 
towards the end of the twelfth century, driven out of 
Palestine by the Turks and Saracens, on which they 
conquered Cyprus: they were afterwards driven from 


thence, and at the commencement of the fourteenth ° 
century, they established themselves in the island of : 
Rhodes, which they kept nearly two hundred years. ° 
In the year 1522 they lost Rhodes, went to Candia ° 
and other places, until, in 1550, the island of Malta : 


was given unto them, upon condition that they should 
keep up a constant war against the infidels. From 


this time they were commonly called Maltese Knights ; 


From thence they spread themselves into every 
European country, and divided themselves into ton- 
gues or circles, which were subdivided into Balleins. 
In the year 1798 they also lost the island of Malta. 
and were deprived of all their possessions in other 


» countries, and now the Order is merely an Order of 


honor. 

Johnson.—An adventurer, whose real name was 
Leucht, adopted Freemasonry as a disguise, under 
which he could carry on his impositions. He ap- 


» peared at Jena, and maintained that he was deputed 


° e* . 4 
Johannis Logen und Johannit Maurerei.— 
St. John’s Lodzes and St. John’s Masonry.—~ ‘ 


Originally there was only one kind of Freemasonry . 
But when the Scottish and other hicher degrees were 
introduced, the three first degrees received the name 
of St. John’s Masonry. 


Johanitter oder Maltheseser Ritter. Johnites ° 


or Knights of Malta—About the middle of the 


eleventh century, 1048, some Itallian merchants of 


Almalfi undertook to provide a place of refuge for ; 


the Christian pilgrims to Jerusalem, where they 


would not be so much exposed to the persecutions of | 


the Mahometans. They dedicated this institution to 
the holy St. John, and it was originally an hospital, 


+ for which reason they are also called hospitallers.— 


But, seventeen years after Jerusalem was taken by 


* the Christians, and after its conquest by the Crusa- 


ders, the first chief of the hospital, Gerrara, formed 
a plan to give his society a certain legal form and 
constitution. The members were obliged to wear a 
peculiar dress, to submit themselves to certain rules 


/ 
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by the chief in Scotland to reform all the German 
Lodges. He especially propagated the idea that 
Freemasonry was a continuation of the Order of the 
Temple. The Chevaliers Preters had fled to the 
Scottish islands, but that the military of Temple 
should now appear openly, and that then the Clerici 
would no longer conceal themselves, but that they 
would divide their recovered treasures, and commu- 
nicate their knowledge of the secret science to the 
Brethren. At the same time he gave an unbroken 
list of their Grand Masters from J. B. Molay down 


to his own times. He made many proselytes, espec- 
ially in Jena; he wrote to all the Lodges, and com- ; 
plained that they allowed themselves to be led into ; 
error by the Berliners ; maintained that he alone, as * 


lord and master, and had the power to dub knights, 
and required that deputies should be sent to him at 
Jena. The Fretherr von Hund summoned him to 
Altenberge, near Jena, and then he discovered, in 
1764, that Johnson had been formerly secretary in 
Bernberg, and that he had swindled the prince. In 
the seven year’s war he wandered about as a Jew, 
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that he had been a servant with a Brother whose pa- 
pers he had stolen, and, by the means of those papers 
had passed himself off for that brother. Upon this 
Johnson fled, but was apprehended in Magdeburg, 
and was imptisoned as a plunderer of the treasury, 
coiner, &c., in Wartzburg, by Eisenach, where he 
died in 1773. 4 


Jordan, Charles Etienne—Born in Berlin in 
1700, and died in 1745. Konigl. Preuss. Geheimer- 
rath and Vice President of the Academy of Sciences 
at Berlin. 
the Great, who placed a mounment to his memory 
among his Brandenberg curiosities. He was very 
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encouraging circumstances, and Singapore, where 
Masonry was unknown six months ago, can now 
boast of a Lodge which few places on this side of the 
This I had good opportunity of 


‘ ascertaining from the worthy W. M. and other mem- 
: bers of Zetland, 748, and a personal view of their 
’ elegant temple during a passing visit I lately made 


to that emporium of eastern trade. 


A few remarks on the state and condition of the 


€s Craft during the last twenty years in the Straits may 
He possessed the confidence of Frederic ; 


not be uninteresting to some of your readers, and 


» from the data I have been furnished with by one or 


active at the formation of the Grand Lodge of the > 


Three Globes in Berlin. 


Josaphat das Thal. 
Appears in Masonic works, and our ancient brethren 
either held a Lodge or buried their dead there. In 
former ages, men were of the opinion that the judg- 
ment of the world would be held there. 


The valley of Josephat. : 


two worthy brethren, who have been intimately con- 
nected with the proceedings of the Craft during this 
period, and other means of information which has 
afforded me, you may fully rely upon the correctness 


> of these details. 


MAPLPASASAS 


Treland.—Here, also, as well as in every other > 
British state, Freemasonry is greatly respected, and ° 


enjoys the full protection of the government. There 


isa Grand Lodge in Dublin which was formed as ° 


early as 1730. 


Isis —A goddess of the ancient Egyptians, who 


often appears in the works upon the mysteries of the 
ancients. She has reported to have been the wife of 


Osiris, and the mother of all-supporting and most : 


mysterious Nature. 


Her religious worship was ; 


mixed with a great number of secrets and ceremo- > 


nies. She is represented as a figure apparently wrap 


ped up, so that there is no appearance of either arms 


or hands, only the lowest part of the feet being visi- ; 


ble. The garment in which she is wrapped up is 
covered from the top to the bottom with female 
breasts. Her most distinguishing mark after this 
being the Sistram, an instrament used in the myste- 
rious religious service of this goddess, and by which 
an oval may be drawn with one motion of the hand. 

Italy. Freemasonry is prohibited in all the Italian 
states, even in those which at present are under the 
Emperor of Austria. In former ages the Brethren 
suffered severe persecutions in Italy, especially in 
Venice and Naples, which were at the time to be 
attributed to the Catholic clergy and to the excom- 
munication of the Pope. From that time all the 
Lodges in Italy have been closed. It is true that 
when the French conquered Italy they formed Lodges 
in various places, but on the restoration of the old 
political regime they were all closed. 
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Mavras, March 4—To the Editor of the 
Freemasons Quarterly Review.—Dear Sir and 
Brother+Masonry, which has for a long time been 
declining and almost extinct in the Straits of Malac- 


In 1809, a warrant of constitution was first recei- 


ved in Penang from the M. W. G. M. the Duke of > 


Athol, though Lodges of Instruction had been held 
for three or four years previously; during which pe- 
riod two applications for charters had miscarried, it 
was supposed by capture of the letters were sent in 
by the French, with whom we were at that time at 
war. By this warrant of constitution the worthy 
Brother, T. W. Court, was appointed Master, and 
Bros. A. B. Bone and S. Stewart, Wardens. The 
Lodge met with only partial success, and never at 
any time numbered above fifteen members. The 


wer © 


high rates of fees (three hundred and fifty dollars for ° 


the three degrees), and the exclusive spirit with 
which the Lodge was conducted, will readily account 
for its want of success; and though there were seve- 
ral worthy and zealous Brethren connected with it, 
it gradually sunk into decay, and became finally ex- 
tinct in 1819. 


In 1821, Brigadier O’Halloran, commanding the 
troops in Penang, assisted by Bros. R. B. Smith and 
P. Ogilvie, obtained a warrant from the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Bengal, and established a military 
Lodge, designated ‘‘ Humanity with Courage,’ and 
in a short space of time Masonry became so popular 
in this settlement, that almost every civilian of res- 
pectability was ranged beneath its banners; but in 
1845, Bro. W. Stewart, an eminent Mason, com- 
manding the barque ‘* Lallah Rookh,”’ of Liverpool, 
visited the Lodge, and pointed out its irregular and 
unconstitutional proceedings, in making civilians in a 
military Lodge. ‘The result was an application, 


‘ through Bro. Stewart, to the United Grand Lodge of 


ALLIS 


England, which was graciously and favorably recei- 
ved by the M. W. the Grand Master, H. R. H. the 
Duke of Sussex, who renewed the warrant of the 
Atholl Lodge (Neptune, No. 344,) and confirmed 
the proceedings of the military Lodge, directing all 
its members to be admitted on the registry of the 
Grand Lodge. The Craft after ths continued to 
prosper, under the vigorous management of Colonel 
Sale, of the Madras army (brother of the illustrious 
hero of Jellalabad), but after his return to the Coro- 


ca, has at last been revived under very favorably and 1 mandel Coast, in 1525, it fell into great disrepute, 
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AMERICA 
owing to the improper proceedings and intemperate 
conduct of the Brother who was elected his successor. 
The zealous and unwearied exertions of several emi- 
nent Brethren who afterwards presided in the Lodge, 
among whom may be named the late Brus. T. M. 
Ward, J. P. Grant, J. Wallace, G. Pinnock, of the 
Madras army, Brother A. B. Kerr, now of that ser- 
vice, and J. C. Smith, of Singapore, failed to meet 
with that success, their abilities and distinguished con- 


, duct, as Masters of ibe Lodge, deserved. The odium 


of the past misconduct of a few appears to have been 
indelible, and at the time I am now writing, and 
owing to these causes, and the diminished commer- 
cial importance of the settlement, with the consequent 
great reduction in the numberof its European inhabi- 
tants, Neptune Lodge is again extinct, and little hope 
can reasonably be entertained of its ever being re- 
vived. 

In 1843 the Lodge voted a silver vase to Bro. J. 
C. Smith, as a mark of its high esteem of his charac- 
ter and services during the fifteen years he had been 
connected with it; and at the same meeting a special 
vote of thanks was tendered to the late Bro. V. Dun- 
net, then about to proceed to China ; and those only 
who knew him and loved him as a man and a Mason, 
can sufliciently understand the high claims of this 
most excellent Brother to this distinction. Honored 
be his memory ! for Masonry and Friendship will 
very seldom meet with one so worthy of such lauda- 
tions. 

In 1844 an absurd attempt was made to consti- 
tute the then decaying Lodge! in order to preserve 
the fading honor of the notable P. G. Master of Su- 
matra, who by some species of ingenious sophistry, 
peculiar to himself, has managed to claim Penang as 
a portion of his province, “the Rising Sun” in Su- 
matra having set beneath the Masonic horizon for 
more than twenty years, and his only other Lodge, 
in the mooa, being beyond the reach of human ken. 
This ridiculous attempt was very properly and ef- 
fectually resisted by the worthy Bro. R. W. Stone- 
hewer, then presiding as Master of No. 293, and the 
late Bro. W. Anderson, who ably supported him in 


* protecting an unfortunate but honorable Fraternity 


from being decorated with the loathsome trappings 
of a corpse, and rendered the object of contumely 
and contempt to the Craft in general. The worthy 
P. G. Master, deputed a Master Mason, who had 
systematically withheld his support from this decli- 
ning Lodge to take upon himself the office of D. G. 
Master, or in the event of his being disposed to dis- 
play a magnificent self-abnegation of the appointment 
to nominate any other equally deserving Brother he 
might select for this exalted office. So much for 
the legality of the contemplated proceedings of this 
Provincial Grand Master. The attempt was met with 
the scorn and contempt it so richly merited; for veri- 
ly the purple of Sumatra is at discount in the Mallac- 


- ea Straits, however much it may be esteemed at the 


— 


Board of General Purposes, Grand Festivals, and 
other places in the metropolis of the Craft and of the 
world. 
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The vase voted to Bro. J. C. Smith was sent to ° 
Bro. T. O. Crane, for the purpose of being presented » 
to him at Singapore, with a request that he would as- - 
semble as many brethren as he could”to be present ‘ 


on the occasion; and Bro. Crane having then, ina 
very appropriate speech, expressed his regret that he 


had not an opportunity of doing it in a Lodge after 
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the proceedings of the day were over, the practibili- ’ 
ty of establishing a Lodge in Singapore was discus- 
sed, and Eros. Smith and Crane were requested to : 
draw up the necessary petition to the United Grand ; 
Lodge of England for a warrant of constitution. This ’ 
was eventually obtained through the kind instrumen- ‘ 


tality of Bros. D. Davidson and H. B. Webb. 


Bros 


J.C. Smith, C. A. Dyce. and T. O Crane were ap- ' 
pointed the first Masters and Wardens of Zetland | 


Lodge, No. 784. Some unavoidable delay occurred 
in the receipt of the warrant, and the Lodge was not 


regularly constituted until the Sith December last, - 
when that interesting ceremony was performed by | 
Bro. R. Taylor, P. M. of Social Friendship, 325.— | 
He went down from Malacca for this purpose, and | 


the new Master and Wardens were then installed in 
due and ancient form. I enclose you a list of mem- 
bers, copied from the ‘‘ Singapore Directory”’ for the 
present year. Zetland Lodge has been fitted up in 


Sa a 


~~ 


a manner which does the highest credit to its mem- ° 


bers, and few stations in India, as [ said before, can 


boast of a Masonic temple so creditable to themselves ’ 


and the Craft. In four months there have been up- 
wards of twenty initiations, and from the well known 
respectability and indefatigable zeal of the officers 
and members of the Lodge, a permanent and most 
satisfactory career of success and usefulness may 


very reasonably be calculated upon—and in this or ; 
every other good wish for the worthy Brethren en- ; 


gaged on this masonic work, you will, I am sure, 
most cordially and fraternally join with, 
Yours, very obediently and fraternally, 
A MaApgas Mason. 
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RELIGION. 





Religion is pure, like its author, lovely and lov- 


; 
ing. 


It never lessensour attachment to one another; 


chilling our affection, and drying up the springs of ° 
charity and sympathy and fine feeling, that feed the / 
river of the milk of human kindness in the breast of ° 


man. The bosom where it resides feels an influence 
and imparts one too, which angels would recognize 
as kindred to that which they inhale in their own 
Eden. Over the turmoil of life, religion spreads her 
hands, stilling the rude, rough surges of sorrow, and 
arching up the mourner’s skies with the beautiful 
colors of peace, while around the world she scatters 
the bright ornaments of serenity and joy. 
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MISCELLANY. 


THE BORDERER'S LEAP. 





Esselstone-heath, on the northern side of the bor- 


’ ders, is the entrance to one of those jumbles of rocks - 


» and mountains which seem to have been destined by 
+ nature for the haunt of such wild and desperate char- 


acters as held in these districts their reign of blood | 


and terror, before the union of the two kingdoms and 
for some time after. Jt was there that the Raven of 
Hornscliff, as he was called, one of the last of the 
‘““berder thieves,”’ terminated his career in a manner 
’ well worthy of his life. The crime which led to 
this catastrophe, although not unparalled in the annals 
of the period of which we write, would seem, to the 
refinement of modern taste, too gross for historical 


detail :——it may suffice, therefore, to say, that at the - 


marriage of one of his enemies, which was celebra- 
ted that morning, the Rover made his appearance— 
a guest as unlooked-for as unwelcome—with a nu- 


merous train of followers, massacred a great part of | 


* the company, violated the bride before the bride- 
> groom’s eyes, and set fire to thehouse. Unexpected 
succors, however, arrived—although not before the 
work of revenge had been but too well accomplished : 
the assailants were assailed in their turn, when least 
prepared for defence—the bridegroom liberated, 
whom they had intended to carry off as a prisoner ; 
and their chief obliged to betake himself to flight, 
alone and unarmed. 

It was the afternoon when the outlaw arrived at 


the borders of the heath, and his breath became . 
freer as he felt the cool air from his own mountains, ° 
and saw the declining sun, which hung over the » 
cliffs to which his fugitive steps were directed, point- ; 


ing as it were to the place of mutual repose. He 
slackened his pace for an instant, to look around on 
the well known scene; his heart dilated with a kind 
of pride as he felt his foot once more on his native 
heath, which he pressed with an elasticity hardly 
diminished by the weight of fifty years ; and his eyes 
sparkled with a fierce joy as he saw the approaching 
termination of his flight. But he was alone and un- 


armed—for his sword had been broken off to the | 
. the mountain, 
> rocks. 
* burning forhead, rushed past the stream without wast- 
‘ ing even a look on its reviving waters. 

‘ to break the stillness of the hour, and no living form | 
psagretyh seheryren, ait thas va Bt : law’s haunts, or by the instinct similar to that which 


sudden step from its resting place ; yet, when he had ; 
the maze of rocks with undeviating accuracy; til] at 


hilt, a host of enemies were behind, and his place of 
refuge yet distant. He looked back as he gained the 
summit of an eminence ; and although, to a less ex 

perienced traveller no sound would have been heard 


bent for a moment his keen eyes on the distance, and 
then turned his ear in the same direction, as if to 


catch some note of confirmation, the outlaw snuffed $ of the branches that were laid hold of to assist his 


up the wind like a fox pursued to his covert, and, 


bending his body forward to the mountains, darted § 
He did not rest again ; 


on with renewed velocity. 
* till he had reached the base of the ridge of the 
mountains, which forms the termination of the heath; 


Mr tinting . as nite 


Anne 
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but his exertions, during the latter part of the journey 


although not less steady than before, were less vio- 
lent. Perhaps his long and rapid flight—or, it may 
be, the pressure of approaching age—had contributed 
to stiffen his wearied limbs, and to depress his stout } 
heart; or, perhaps, it was only some consideration ; 
of policy that induced him to reserve his strength 


; for the greater hazard and fatigue of ascending the 


rocks: but so it was, that, towards the conclusion of 
the race, although the formost of his enemies was 
then distinctly in sight, the pace of the outlaw became 
gradually slower; and at length he threw himself 
down by a small stream of water that gushed out of ; 
the cliff, and turned his eyes deliberately upon the » 
heath. 

As his pursuer approached nearer and nearer, it 
could be seen that he was a young man, of a strong 
athletic make: in his right hand was a sword covered 
with blood, which the mid-day sun had baked into a 
brown crust on the blade; and in his left he held a 
costly handkerchief, such as was at that time worn 
on holiday occasions by females of wealth or rank. 
He was dressed more like a chambering gallant than 
a rough warrior, who seeks the brown heath with 
the naked brand ; but the disorder of his apparel, 
which was torn and daubed with the marks of mor- 


> tal strife—his long hair, hanging in clotted heaps on 
> his half-naked shoulders—and his wild and gastly as- 


pect, where fury, horror, and despairwere written in 
mingled characters seemed yet fitter for the lonely 
heath than the festive hall. When he saw his enemy } 
fall down by the side of the stream, a low but deep 
cry broke from his lips, resembling half the shout 
of the tired forester, when the stag who has held him 
to bay sinks powerless at his feet, and half the greedy 
and savage howl of the wolf-dog over the quivering 
carease of his quarry. The Raven of Hornscliff 
smiled scornfully as the sound broke on his ear 
through the distance : but when his pursuer came 
with a space when further delay might have been 
dangerous, he plunged his head into the cool stream, 
tore open his dress and splashed the invigorating 
element over his bosom; then springing upon his feet, : 


© threw back his hair over his forehead, shook his limbs ° 
‘ and returning the premature cry of triumph by a >} 


shrill yell of defiance, began to ascend the sides of 
and speedily disappeared among the 
The bridegroom, with his black lips and 


Guided either by a previous knowledge of the out- 
leads the bloodhound to his unseen prey, he threaded 
length the sound of his enemy’s feet—the crashing 
ascent—and, finally, the rushing of stones and frag- 


ments of earth, dislodged by his feet, down the steep » 
path, convinced him that he gained upon the object ; 


; of his pursuit, and that a few more efforts of his . 


> 
; 
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uthful limbs would place the fell destroyer before 
In the mean time the outlaw, avoiding the 
teep breast of the mountain, turned short into a 
rocky pass which cuts through the ridge, and which 
although dry at the time, in winter forms the bed of 
In a few minutes more, he found himself 
Withia sight of a place, that on former occasions of » 
as great need, had stood him in lieu of friends and 
fortress ; and with renewed energy he rushed down 3 
the Stee » declivity, yore forms the east a of ben 


fils Cyes. 


a torrent. 


rect toa singularly situated “rock, even at that time 
known by the name of the Raven’s Tower. On this 
side, the mountain sweeps down for more than half 
way ina tolerably smooth declivity—but then stops 
uddenly short, and with frightful abruptness de- 
scends, in almost perpendicular manner, for the re- ° 
maining space of nearly a hundred and fifiy feet.--- 
lis rugged and projecting points overhang the turbu- 
lent river below in a manner which precludes the 
possibility of a man’s descending alive; and although 
a ferdable part of the stream lies immediately under, 
the traveller is thus obliged to make a circuit of some 
miles before reaching it. The rock we have men- 
tioned, although seeming at a little distance to form 
a part of the steep—only projecting in a bolder man- § 
ner than the rest, and surmounted by a capital re- 
sembling slightly the battlements of a fortress; yet, 
on nearer approach, is discovered to be, in reality, ° 
quite distinct and separate from the mass of moun- 3 
5 


LOSSY 


nr 


> 


tain. It raises its gigantic form from the bosom of 
the dark waters below at a distance of a good many 
fect from the main land; but, in the corresponding 
shape of its landward side, and the strata of its sub- 
stance, a geologist might infer the traces of more in- 
timate counection subsisting at some remote period, 
and look upon it as a further token of the great na- 
tural con,ulsion believed tohave onc? visited the ele- ° 
ments of our globe— 


cc 


For neither rain, nor hail, nor thunder 
Could wholly do away I ween, 
The marks that which once had been.” 


reer 


The outlaw whose flight we are relating had good 
title to bestow lus name on the Raven’s Tower; for 
for he alone, even of all the desperate adventurers 
who infest that part of the country, had strength of 
limb, steadiness of brain, and boldness of heart to 
leap across the chasm which separates it from the 
mountain. This feat he had performed on several 
occasions of imminent danger, and always success- 
fully; for, when once he had gamed the rock, a na- 
tural path down the riverward side ; although one 
filled with danger even to him, and only made avail- 
able by the heath, brushwood, and projecting stones, 
which afforded points of precarious support ; led the 
fearless ruffian in safety to the ford below. On this 
occasion, however, there wa; more danger to be ap- 
prehended in the leap than on any former one. The 
ength of his flight ; which had lasted from the fore- 
noon till the shades of the evening were beginning to ° 
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’ been of the hardest granite. 
> time as if further effort was impossible—as if his 
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fall; had deprived his limbs of their wonted strength 
and elasticity; and, perhaps, even the few years of 
toil, intemperance, and crime that had elapsed since 
his last visit to the tower, had cast a weight upon his 


head, to which, during the progressive infliction of 


the burthen, he had been insensible. It may be, too 
that the dreadful deeds of the morning, so different 


» in their character from the usual feats of arms, which 


however bloody in their consequences, appeared to 
these lawless men as something honorable and praise- 
worthy, may sate with more than common weight 
upon his mind. 
with an unsteady step he approached the brink of the 
precipice; and when a wild bird, which had built in 


But, however this may be, it was ; 


ete 


the cliff, scared from her*nest by the intrusion, burst 


away with a sudden scream, the bold outlaw started 
and grew pale; perhaps it was the cry of the devoted 
bride which it brought to his baunted recollection. 
Controlling his feelings, however, he went close to 
the edve of the cliff, and looked down for a moment 
into the abyss. Objects of a similar nature, occur- 
ring in the scenery of mountaineous countries, do not 
usually impress the traveller with the ideas of un- 
mingled terror : the trees bending across the chasm, 


and concealing with their foliage its depth and dan- + 


ger—the heath and brushwood clinging with the 
sides, like natural tapestry—and the projecting points 
of the rocks, raising their grey heads at intervals 
through the curtain, give a romantic variety to 
the picture, and guild four fear with admiration. 
but these points of pictorial beauty and relief were 
here wanting. The naked sides of the rock were 
only variegated by the colors of the different strata, 


and by its own sharp and bare projections, stretching ; 


forth from either side like threatening knives, to de- 
ter or mangle, while the river, rushing through the 


comparatively narrow channel below—although its » 


voice was scarcely heard through the distance, seem- 


» ed to light the dismal passage with its white foam. 


A sound of hasty footsteps behind did not permit the 
outlaw to indulge long in contemplation of this ob- 
ject ; and, suddenly mustering up his resolution as 
well as he might, he stepped backwards a few paces, 
rushed to the edge of the cliff, and took the terrible 
leap. He did not, as heretofore, clear the chasm at 
a single effort; for it was his breast that first met the 
rock—his legs and the greater part of his body hang- 
ing over into the abyss. He was as brave a man, in 
the vulgar acceptation of the word, as ever faced a 
foe; but, at this moment the cold drops of mortal ter- 
ror burst over his forhead: he dug his hands into the 
hard and scanty earth that covered the surface of the 
landing place, and clung convulsively with his feet 


» to a slight projection on the side, that must have in- 


stantaneously given way to a less pressure had it not 
It seemed for some 


heart’s sole aim and desire was to remain fixed for 
ever in this frightful position ; but as he found his 
strength gradually giving way, his hands relaxing in 
their grasp, and his feet dipping from their hold— 
and the conviction broke on his mind that, in a few 
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minutes nore, he must give himself up to a death the 
imagination shuddered at ; desperation came to the 
aid of courage; and staking every thing on the event 
of a single movement—which, if unsuccess{ul, must 
plunge him into the gulph ; he caught with his hands 
still closer to the rock, and pressing his feet with all 
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might against their slender hold, succeeded, by a - 


violent muscular effort, in heaving himself upon the 
cliff. 


‘* Eternal curses on my nerveless limbs !” cried 


the bridegroom, arriving at the instant; “‘ the Raven ° 


has reached his tower, and who may follow him ? 
Turn back,”’ continued he, raising his voice into a 
furious shout, “‘ ravisher! murderer! monster! all 
things bad but coward! Turn back! and I swear 
by every thing binding on man’s soul, to devide in 
twain my sword with thee; and although thou deser- 
vest to die like a dog, to fight a fair fight with thee 
on this hill side, without friend or witness, save yon- 
der setting sun, and Him who made it!’ But the 
Raven was deaf even to so courteous an offer; he lay 
on his back upon the cliff, apparently without sense 
or motion, his legs hanging over the side—seeming 
like the poet’s personification of Danger to have 
thrown him 


** On the ridgy steep 
Of some loose, hanging rock to sleep.’ 


** Take this, then, to rouse thee !”’ said the bride- 
groom, tearing up, by main force, a fragment of the 
rock, and hurling it across the chasm: it fell with a 
heavy sound on the outlaw’s breast; and he raised 
himself up, like a chained mastiff, at the pain and in- 
sult. ‘“‘Who art thou 7”? he cried, hardly seeming 
to recollect his situation ; ‘‘ what dost thou seek ?” 
** What do I seek ?—O God! Look here !”’ replied 
the bridegroom, stretching his arms and his body far 


_ over the cliff towards the destroyer, while his voice 


was choked with the opposite and yet combining 
emotions of grief and rage. ‘‘What do I seek? 
See’st thou this handkerchief : A few hours ago it 
covered the fairest and the chastest bosom in broad 
Scotland; and the red blots of murder, and the wrin- 
kles of ruffian violence, are on it now, and the cov- 
ering of the bosom is reproach, and foulness, and 
dishonor! Whatdo I seek? Iseek,” continued 
he, speaking through his clenched teeth, ‘‘ I seek to 
fulfil the oath I made to heaven and to her ; to steep 
this handkerchief, ravisher, in thy heart’s blood !-— 
‘© Tempt me not !”’ said the outlaw: “hast thou not 
tasted enough of my vengence already ? I am slock- 
ened on thee. Get the gone-—but cross no more the 
path of one who has neither fear nor mercy.” 


The avenger paused for an instant, and then paced 
to and fro by the edge of the rock with the restless 
and impatient step of a beast of prey along the bars 
of his cage ; but soon his brow grew blacker, and 
his lips met with a firmer resolution. ‘‘ He is spent 
with fatigue,” he said aloud, although communing 
only with himself; ‘‘ he is weary with murder, or he 
would by this time have sought the ford. 
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holds me from leaping into his den? I am younger 
than he; my limbs are more supple than his. What 
care I for the craven-lay which threatens death for 
the attempt ? my vengeance shall not be stayed with 
a song. It shall be so; the weight of despair is sure- 
ly not greater than the weight of guilt.’ And so 
saying, he stepped backwards to the proper distance 
and began to prepare himself for the adventure.—- 
This he did in the first place, by striking his blade 
into the ground, clasping his hands, raising his face 
towards heaven, and repeating a short prayer for suc- 
ces; but, although he stood thus in an attitude of 
Christian devotion, he might have seemed to resem- 
ble more one of the ancient Alani, whose only ob- 
ject of worship, as Ammianus Marcellinus informs 
us, was a naked sword stuck in the earth. He then 
drew forth his good steel again, and, planting his 
feet firmly in their proper posture, was about to 
spring forward to the perilous undertaking. The 
outlaw, who had apparently watched his movements, 
and even heard his words raised himself gradually 
from his reclining posture ; first on his knees, and 
then, as his enemy’s preparation seemed to be nearly 
completed, upon his feet. ‘‘ Stop !’’ he cried, ‘‘wit- 
ness that I have, at least not sought this. The event 
be on your own head! I[ confess that I am worn 
out---I am alone and unarmed ; but the visitor who 
thrusts himself unbidden on me here shall never live 
to tell what welcome he met with at the Raven’s 
Tower.’? The reply of the avenger was to wave the 
bloody handkerchief in the air, which he then placed 
in his bosom ; and, clearing the intervening space at 
three rapid bounds, he darted from the side of the 
mountain. The desperation that had prompted him 
to the adventure lent an energy to his limbs, which 
it was believed only one man of that day possessed, 
and he allighted on the brink of the rock ; yet so 
barely was the feat performed, that, had he not seized 
hold of the outlaw’s arm, who struck a furious blow 
at him as he touched the ground, he could not have 
preserved his footing even for a single moment. 
They were both men of more than ordinary strength, 
and their mutual hate was of more than ordinary 
fierceness; and had the meeting taken place upen the 
mountain’s side, or had the assailant even gained a 
firm footing upon the rock, it is more than probable 
that the evening’s sun would have gone down upon 
the struggle. But here was no contest of warriors 
in the field—no flashing of the sword—no spilling of 
of blood—no cries of triumph or of vengeance ! On 
the one part, it was an instinctive, silent clinging to 
the only object of support within reach—and, on the 
other, a desperate but hopeless resistance against a 
power which seemed, with supernatural force, to be 
gradually dragging him to perdition. They stood 
thus for some moments upon the smooth and sloping 
edge of the precipice, their frames convulsed and 
their sinews cracking with the intensity of the strug- 
gle, and yet their motion towards the brink scarcely 
perceptible. They looked into each other’s faces, 
and saw in the damp and ghastly features the image 
“*T warned thee !” atlast broke, in choked 


AAARAALL AANA AANMAAAAA 


OOO ree een 


: 


< 
> 
« 


s 


www - 


RAPRDPD DPD PAP PPP LPL OPP LPL 


Wa aaa ated 


5 
5 
g 
4 
annie 


sana AlCas eatin 


ee ee 


a tate = om 


os 


te 


HM Se 








Fos aoe RS APA MWA’ 


14 AMBKICAN 
accents, from the white lips of the outlaw as their 
fates became certain, and a glare of rage and terror 
illumined for an instant hisdespair. The bridegroom 
replied by bending down his head, with a last effort, 
and tearing with his teeth from his bosom the bloody 
signal of vengeance, which he held up in the destroy- 
er’s face. The next moment he fell backward into 


the abyss, still clinging with a death clasp to his ; 
. enemy; and they commenced their headlong descent; » 


’ and so firmly did he retain his hold, that, although 
} the projecting points of the rock spattered their brains 
* upon the wall, and mangled their bodies out of the 
’ form of men; yet they arrived, still hand in hand, in 


in one mass of blood at the bottom of the cell— 


* whence the pollution of human guilt and mistery was 
‘ instantaneously swept out by the indignant stream. 
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BIBLE LEGEND OF THE WISSAHIKON. 
BY GEORGE LIPPARD. 

It was here in these wilds of the Wissahikon, on 
the day of the battle, as the noonday sun came shi- 
ning through the thick clustered leaves, that two met 
in deadly combat. They grappled near a rock that 
rose, like the huge wreck of some primeval world, at 
jeast one hundred feet above the dark waters of the 
Wissahikon. 


That man with the dark brow, and the darker grey 


s eye, flashing with deadly light, with a muscular 
form, clad in the blue hunting frock of the revolution 


—-is a continental, named Warner. His brother was 


» murdered the other night at the massacre of Paoli— 


‘ The other man with long hair drooping along his 
‘ cadaverous face, is clad in the half military costume 


of a tory refugee. That is the murderer of Paoli, 
named Dabney. 

They had met there in the woods by accident; and 
they now fought, not with sword nor rifle, but with 
long and deadly hunting knives, that flash in the 


’ light as they twist and turn over the green sward. 


At last the tory was down ! with the knee of the 
continental upon his breast—that upraised knife flash_ 
ing death into his face! 

** Quarter—I yield!’ gasped the tory, as the knee 
was pressed upon his breast — “‘ spare me! I 


yield !” 


< 
‘ 
> 
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** My brother,”’ said the patriot soldier, in that low 
tone of deadly hate—“my brother cried for quarter 
on the night of Paoli, and even as he clung to your 


knees, you struck that knife to his heart. Oh, I will > 


give you the quarter of Paoli.’ 


And his hand was raised for the blow and his teeth ; 
was clenched in deadly hate—he paused for a mo- } 
¢ 


LW SASS SASL LAS LLL NSE LAS ila lil 


MASUNIC REGISTE 


R. $ 
ment, and then pinioned the tory’s arms, and with | 
one rapid stride dragged him to the very verge of : 
the rock, and held him quivering over the abyss. 

** Mercy!” grasped the tory, turning black and { 
ashy by turns, as that awful gulf yawned below.—— 
** Mercy! I have a wife—a child, spare me.” 

Then the continental, with his muscular strength - 
* gathered for the effort, shook the murderer once more 
- over the abyss, and then hissed this bitter sneer be- ° 
tween his teeth: ; 

“My brother had a wife and two children. The ° 
morning after the night of Paoli, that wife wasa 
widow, those children orphans. Would’nt you like » 
to go and beg your life of that widow and child- ; 
ren ?” 


ee 
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The proposal made bythe continental in the mere ° 
mockery of hate, was taken in serious earnest by the ° 
heart stricken tory. He begged to be taken to the © 
widow and her children, to have the pitiful privilege ; 
of begging his life. After a moment’s serious thought ‘ 
the patriot soldier consented. He bound the tory’s ’ 
arms yet tighter, placed him on the rock again, and 
then led him up the wood. A quiet cottage embo- ‘ 
somed among the trees broke on their eyes. 

They entered that cottage. There beside the deso- 
late hearth of stone sat the widow and her children. ; 
She sat there, a matronly woman of about thirty ° 
years, with a face faded by care, a deep dark eye, | 
and long hair hanging in dishevelled flakes about her + 
shoulders. 

On one side was a dark haired boy, of some six 
years; on the other a little girl, one year younger; 
with light hair and blue eyes. The bible—an old 
and venerable volume — lay upon the mother’s 
knee. 

And then the pale faced tory flung himself on his 
knees confessed that he had butchered her husband 
on the night of Paoli, but begged his life at her 
hands. 
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** Spare me for the sake of my wife—my child!” 

He had expected that this pitiful moan would touch 
the widow’s heart; but not one relenting gleam sof- 
tened her pale face. 

** The Lord shall judge between us!” she said in 
a cold icy tone that froze the murderer’s heart— } 
**Look. The Bible lays open on my knees. I will } 
close that volume, and then this boy shall open it, ‘ 
and place his finger at random upon a line whether 
you shall live or die.” 
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This was a strange proposal; made in full faith of ; 
a wild and dark superstition of the olden time. For ; 
‘ 


a moment, the tory kneeling there livid as ashes, was ° 
wrapt in thought. 
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he gazed upon his father’s murderer. He took the 
Bible—opened its holy pages at random, and placed 
his finger upon a verse. 

There was silence. 


Then the continental, who had sworn to avenge 
his brother’s death, stood there with diluting eyes and 
parted lips. 

Then the culprit kneeling on the floor, with a face 
like discolored clay, felt his heart leap to his throat. 

Then in a clear bold voice the widow read this 
line from the Old Testament. It was short, yet ter- 


rible : 
“ That man shall die!” 
Look! The brother springs forward to plunge a 


knife into the murderer’s heart; but the tory pinioned 
as he is, clings to the widow’s knees. He begs that 
one more trial may be made by the girl—that child 
of five years, with golden hair and laughing eyes. 

The widow consents. There is an awful pause. 
With a smile in her eye, without knowing what she 
does, that little girl opens the bible as it lay upon her 
mother’s knees—she turns her laughing face away, 
she places her finger upon a line. 

That awful silence grows deeper! the deep drawn 
breath of the brother, and the broken gasps of the 
murderer alone disturbs the stilness. The widdow and 
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was saved. The widow recognized the finger of 
God, even the stern brother was awed into silence. 
The murderer went his way. 
Now look ye, how wonderful are the ways of 
Heaven ! 


OR 
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Raising her dark eyes to pines the mother pray- ; } heart with ete” you never shone more strangely | 
; ed to the Great Father to direct the finger of her } beautiful than there in that lonely cot of the Wis- ‘ 
; son. She closed the book—she handed it to the } sahikon where you saved the murderer’s life. 

> boy, whose young cheeks reddened with loathing as For, need I tell you ?—that the murderer’s life 
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That very night, as the widow sat by her lonely » 
hearth, her orphans by her side—sat there witha ° 
crushed heart and hot eye-balls, thinking of her hus- ; 


band, who now lay mouldering on the blood drench- 
ed soil of Paoli-—there was a tap at the door. 

She opened it, and—her husband living, though 
covered with wounds, was in her arms! he had fell at 
Paoli but not in death. 
panting on his breast. 


He was alive his wife lay 


That night there was a prayer in the wood em- 
bowered re of the Wissahikon. 
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MACKLIN’S ADVICE TO HIS SON. 





‘< T have often told you that every man must be 
the maker or marrer of his ow fortune. I repeat the 
doctrine, he who depends upon his incessant indus- 
try and integrity, depends upon patrons of the no- 
blest and most exalted kind: these are the creators 


> of fortune and fame, the founders of families, and can 


» never disappoint or desert you. 


the dark-eyed boy are breathless. The little girl, un- ; 


conscious as she was, caught a feeling of awe from 
the countenances around her and stood brezihless, 
her face turned aside, and her tiny fingers resting 
on that line of life or death. 

At last, gathering courage, 
eyes to the page and read. 
New Testament. 

** Love your enemies.” 


Ah, that moment was sublime. 


sus waiting by Samaria’s well, or wandering by the 
waves of the dark Galilee !-— Oh, awful book ! shi- 
ning to night as I speak, that light of that widow’s 
home—the glory of the mechanic’s shop—shining 
where the world comes not, to look on the last night 
of the convict in his cell, lighting the way to God, 
even over that dreadful gibbet. 
ble majesty and child like love—of sublimity that 


’ unfortunate tendency to the contrary nature. 


the widow bent her ° 
It was a line from the ° 


> lanimous temper, 


Oh, Book of terri- 


crushes the soul into awe—of “‘ beauty that melts the 
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Tdey control all 
human dealings, and turn even vicissitudes of any 
You 
have a genius, you have learning, you have industry, 
at times, but you want perseverance, without it you 
can do nothing. 
your mind constantly—PERSEVERE.” 
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There is no greater instance of a oar and pusil- ° 


than fora man to pass his whole 


I bid you bear this motto in ; 
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life in opposition to his own sentiments, and not dare | 
> to be what he thinks he ought to be. 


Oh, that awful book of God, in whose dread pages + 
we see Job talking face to face with Jehovah, or Je- ° 


TPLOMAS, AND APRONS, of the degrees of Master and Roy_ 
al Arch, handsome articles may be had on application to this of_ 
fice. 
Master’s Diplomas single - > we 
Arch do Large size = - - - 
Master’s and R. A. Aprons, on Satin, trimmed with blue 
or red silk fringe - - - - - ° #3 00 
The same on extra shoe satin. - - ° 400 
Lodges or chapters, desiring any of the above articles, for the bo 
dy, will be furnished at a liberal discount. 
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Ly Any order, enclosing cash, will be attended to, packed up in ¢ 


asafe manner, and forwarded by the Express, if desired. 
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IN WHOM MAY WE TRUST? 


In whom may we trust ? Shall the buckler of power 
Be the aid of the heart in adversity’s hour ? 

Shall we lean on the hilt of the warrior’s sword, 

Or trust on the breath of a sovereign’s word ? 

The sword may be snapp’d, or the mighty one’s 
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breath, 
Be chilled ere its promise is plighted im death ! 
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And hopes which were springing to brighten our way, 
Fall back on the heart in woes darkest array. 


In whom may we trust? Cannot Love’s watchful 
eye 

The perils which threaten life’s pathway descry ? 

But though it has guarded and gladden’d our home, 

Can it still be upon us wherever we roam? 

Or if, with sad prescience, it heralds the hour 

Of peril approaching, can love boast the power 

To bar from our portals the footsteps of care ? 

No; only to lessen the grief it will share. 


In whom may be trust ? Shall we turn to the sage, 
And seek the experience hoarded by age ? 

Ah, coldly such council will fall on the heart, 
Unless in its tidings affection takes part; 

Or even if wisdom be blended with love, 

Still power may be wanting our cares to remove; 
While slowly and sadly the lesson we learn, 


That something is absent wherever we turn. 


But were there a being in whom all combin’d, 
Power, wisdom and love—some omnipotent mind, 
Which all things forseeing, could all things prevent, 
Or mould into mercy the coming event— 

There, there might the spirit with safety confide, 
For power to assist, and for wisdom to guide; 

For love to support till the rowgh path be trod, 
Then, pilgrim, look upward—that being is God. 


NO HEART ALONE, 


“1 have learned,” says the melancholy Pesta- 
lozzi, ‘‘ that in the wide world no one heart is able 


or willing to help another.” 
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O say not we through life must struggle, 
Must toil and mourn, alone ; 

That no human heart can answer 
The beatings of our own. 


The stars look down from the silent heavens, 
Intu the quiet stream, 

And see themselves, from its depths, 
In fresher beauty gleam. 


The sky, withits pale or glowing hues, 
Ever painteth the wave below, 

And the sea sends up its mist to form 
Bright clouds and the heavenly bow. 


Thus each does of the other borrow 
A beauty not its own, 

And tells us that no thing in nature 
Is for itself alone. 


Alone amid life’s griefs and perils, 
The stoutest heart may quail ; 

Left to its own unaided efforts, 
The strongest arm may fail. 


And though all strength still comes from Heaven 
All light from God above, 

Yet we may sometimes be his angels, 
The apostles of his love. 


Then let us learn to help each other, 
Hoping unto the end ;— 

Who sees in every man a brother, 
Shall find in each a friend. 
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THE POLES. 


The Poles, in general, are much smaller men than 
the Russians, but equally well dressed. The lancers 
attract particular attention; the ease with which they 
manage the lance, and their graceful seat on horse- 
back, have never been equalled by the lancers of any 
European power; they are mounted on excellent ac- 


tive horses from White Russia. 
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The Chasseurs a > 


cheval have a very neat and plain uniform; their meth. ° 


od of carrying the carbine is worthy of imitation ; : 
instead of being attached to the saddle, as in the Bri- 3 
tish service, it is suspended by a shoulder belt, so < 
that whenever a dragoon dismounts he carries his ° 


carbine with him. 
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If the sun is going down, look up at the stars; if 
the earth is dark, keep your eyes on Heaven! With 
God’s presence, aud God’s promise, a man or child 
may be cheerful. 


eee en rn rr nnn 





